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Prosrurity.—The title Vivtkachintimani is given 
to this work bocause it reveals thet monning of the 
Vodas, Agamas, Puranas, and Sastras, which are the 
Jopositories of univeisal truth, so that all men may 
alealy undorstand thom, 


Prosrrniry.—-I adoie wit) my mind, my speech, 
and my bodily members, tho formless long snecession 
af spiritual teachers up te the great high-pricst 
Binhma, who exists in the form of the primeval 
pillar, which is tho origin of all worlds, 


It is vory cortain that ovory disciple, and disciple’s 
disciple in long and crowded succession, who entos 
ypon tho study of this work aftor having mado that 
orm of invocation which established rules havo pro- 
soribed for such worship, shall obtam the thico kinda 
of advantages promisod to such puisuits, but which 
gan only be realized by those who entor upon the 
study of these things in a proper framo of mind, 


his work 38 2 translation into Tamil of a book 


H 
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oiginally written in the Canmosc Janguage by 
Nisagunaydgi, who composed 16 with the intention 
that persons longing for heaven, who seek to know 
the right path of lifo in this world, and of departure 
out of it, should learn to know 16 without unnecessary 
difficulty, and at the samo time with cortainty, and 
almost by way of reerention, so that they may 
become froo from sin ;—that so, uttering nothing of 
his own, but examining and aniving at the meaning 
of the valuable writings on tho subjoct already in 
oxistence, and bringing togetho: thei: trne contents, 
whethe. profitable or unprofitable, into ono single 
wok, slinging them together hke » nocklaco of 
jewels, and forming them into a chain of beautiful 
lotus-work, such poisons may become familiar, aftor 
the example of men of olden times, with the different 
woiks on morality, the sucied histories, and the great 
epic poems, which aro founded npon the concurrent 
testimony of the inspirod writings and sacred soup. 
tures yovonlod to men as his pnramount will by the 
Lord, thes omnisciont one, who is supremo over all, 
becauso aternity, holiness, and wisdom, constitnle the 
form with which he is clothed. 


Tur Osta or tice Worn, 


The world, ea sting im God in @ mannor incapable 
of being percoived by the senses of man, is the offeot 
of a cause, like an omthen vessel out of the hands of 
the potter; becauso it contains distinct tracos of wis 
dom, ond is possessed of qualities antl different con- 
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stituent parts, [ts efficient cause is the lord, who 
coiresponds to the potter: its instrumental causo is 
merit and demerit, comesponding to the potter’s wheal 
and its handle: its material cause, corresponding Lo 
tho clay of the potter, is the atomic nucleons of de- 
ceptive matter, with its illusory elements of virtuo 
and vico and it was ercated to coablo human souls, 
which aro portions of the suprome soul separated 
from it in consequence of the varions deeds of joy 
and sorrow done in ther transinigration state, to 
arrive at tho enjoyment of happmess in this life 
and of heaven hereafter. 


Tre Craton or rim Worn, 


To thoso who maintain that, not the Lord, but 
either naturo, or a first atomio nuclous, or time, or 
the retributive actions of former pages, is the cause 
of the world’s existence, I roply, that these things 
are more irrational existences, and thercforo they cor» 
tainly could not of thomsclyos cicale the world, since 
they need some rational boing to oporate upon them, 

If, again, you suppose tho reasonable soul of man 
to be the author of orcation, this too is impoasiblo; 
bocause 11 possesses only limited knowledge, 1 is 
itself dependent, and is without any kind of original 
authoity, and has other natural infirmities, 

Wherofore, in tho absence of any other assignable 
cause, wo may be assured that the Lord is the crea- 
tor of the world. 
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If it be maintained that tho visible world is a 
gieat and complicated work, and must thorofore have 
had, not one, but many authors, comesponding to 
the makers of tho difforent parts of an idol-car ; 
T reply, that such an idol-cm is invariably built 
according to the rules of ail by some one individual 
archiloct; and that no single work has over beon 
comploted by the sepaate and independent exertions 
of differont authors, however able they may be, 


Wherofore the world can have but one uond, 


Wis Arrnmoirs. 


Forasmuch as that one Loid is the solo origin of 
existing things oat all times and in all places, it is 
certain that ho is eternal in his naturo, and also 
onmipresent. 

Sinco also it is his natme to be able to know 
and to do all things, he is ommisciont and omni. 
potent. 

Sinco also bo is himsolf indostructiblo, and brings 
all things into bomg in tho samo way thot ho creates 
fist tho bud, thon the flower, then the fiuit, and 
after that tho soed, he is spotlessly pure. 

Since also hie is the soarcher of all hoarts, and 
tho govemor of all aflahs throigh his judgments 
recorded m duo form of law, ho is univorsal law. 
giver and judge. 

Moreover, since he creates human bodies and othor 
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‘creatures distineL fiom himself, just as thread, cloth, 
and other manafactmos, are produced by the skill 
of human ocraflsmen, and then in viatue of his right 
as Lord of all worlds, ostablishes jus Laws ove 
them, he is tho all-pervading soul. 

Since also he has no mval, and is without fathor 
o: minster, ho is the sole proprictor of all things. 

Since also ho is the distributor of joy and sorrow, 
which me the source of tho retributable actions of 
mankind, he is himsolf withon{ cither desires or 
avorsions, , 

And further, since no other being has power by 
any other means to oreate the heavens and other 
woilds, which he has created, he is finally Lord of 
all, 

‘tun Vepa3 

Tho divme writings assented to by persons of dif- 
forent porsuasions as necessary to the onjoyment of 
happiness in this prosont world, the abode of the 
rational and iniational crcatures of the Lord, are tho 
following ; ; 

Tha chiefest of all sacred books is tho Veda, which 
consists of the Rig Voda, the Yajur Voda, the Sama 
Voda, and the Atnyvana Volo. It is said to be 
self-existont, and to have been revealed by the Lord. 

Of those the Rig Veda contains twenty-one divi. 
sions ; the Yajur Voda, a hundred and ono divisions ; 
the Sama Voda, a thousand divisions; and the Atar- 
yana Veda nite divisions. 
sod 
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The chiof end of the Voda is to roveul the pre. 
cepts of a righteous tile: and those aie arranged 
under four herds, namely, Rules of morality, yng 
of praiso to tha deity, Forms of prayer, and Titles 

i, ‘Cho fist of these divisions, namoly the rulos 
of motality, like the Inws of a king, seoks to turn 
mon awiy from doing avil, and to lead the to 
do that which is just and good, 


li, Tho division of hymns of piriso corresponds 
to heralds, wlo prvcede the gieat on their jownoys 
to pioolaim ther titles and merits, and sets foith 
the praises of the deity. 

th, The division of forma of prayer corresponds 
toa priest whe gives directions respecting the proper 
method of conducting divine worship. 

iv, The division of titles corresponds to a father, 
who gives names to his childron, and tionts of the 
names of difforont sacrifices, aud other simim things, 


Mimurra ol ony Vepa. 


The Veda posscsses feet, hands, a faca, a nose, 
oyes, and cars: and, in the order corresponding to 
tliess members, it tronts of progady, the dotauls of 
ritual worship, grammar, clooution, astionomy, and 
the moaning of sacred words; and these subjects 
ae therefore called the Mombors of the Veda, 


i. Prosody teaches the mumbor of letters which 
enter mto tho composition of the stanzas of hymns, 
and other poosical works, 
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The art of sacrificing treats of sacrifices ond 
sacrificial ceremonies, according to the aphorisms of 
Asuvaliya, Pétiya, Apastamba, and other ancont 
sages. 


iii, Grummar decides tho meaning and construc- 
tion of the saiptmes and scientific writings. 


iv, flocution teaches tho mothod of yroduemg the 
asconding and desconding inflexions, and the trno 
articulation and right collocation of sounds, consti- 
tuting tho four modes of utloatco nsed in reciting 
the words and the hymns of thet Vodas, 


vy Astrology explains tho times of tho rismg of 
difforout stars above the horvon, the pliases af the 
moon, the days of the week, tho asterisms, tho con 
junctions of Lhe planots, Lhe constellations, aud other 
matters whereby the appropriate times fos the per 
formanco of ieligious dulios may be ascortaincd, 


vi, Tho glossary of dificult torms explains tho 
tochnical words used in the vedas, and othor difficult 


. 


phrases. 
Costu ires of inp Vena 


Tho Veda has also four supplomental members 
nunoly, Law, Uistory, Logie, and Philosophy. ‘Cho 
nate of theso will be oxpliined futher on, 


Co-vLDas 


Tho Veda also possesses for supplemontal vedas, 
unnely, the veua of medicine, the veda of sacrificial 
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matorials, the veda of tho art of war, and the veda 
of music. 

i The veda of medicine tonches tho causos and 
symptoms of discases, modical incantations, modicnl 
omedics, and other matteis necessary to tho maine 
tonance of health. 

ii, The voda of sacrificial matorials affords assistance 
towads the poafomance of the four principal duties 
of man, which aro to be fulfilled by means of 
sacrificial fire, clnified butto, boiled rico, and othor 
similar things. | 

ini, Tho war veda tonches the mothod of preparing 
woapons nud meantations for tho destruction of 
enomios. 

iv. Tho veda of music teaches tho dotoils of the 
seven notes of the gamut Sa, Ri, Ka, Ma, Pa, Ta, 
Ni; and also the right method of singing tho hymns 
of tho Sama Veda, and other similar sacied books, 


Tu. Usennon or rim Venas. 


The works which form the theological vedio writings 
me tho following thnty-two, beaming tho names of 
thei respective mihors, 


1 Sthatha, xvi Kungeipmln 
hh Prakataia uuya vill, Tiohinasipala, 
au, Suvddasvatar xix Dosépinin, 

iv, Koivalya xx, Véichiyfindya. 
y Kalogm. xxi Polityantya, 
vi Kada xxil, Reuvaliiyantya, 


vn Valli xxiu. Moithiyantya, 
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vu Kiltyayana. xxiv. Saugy waniya. 
re Brahma, xxv Vasnayartiya. 
x. Niriyana, axvi. Savanakiy1 
xi, Avgisn, xxvii, Sisugmngarps, 
xii. Peamangisa. ar~vihi Sravana 
xiit, Piiskaa. wi. Balak. 
xiv, Binhmapiniu. we Kambmnddiya. 
xv Aim . xxxl_ Mukkala 

xvi Anieapintu xxvit Mundaka, 


Theso writings explain in dota such things as 
the sacred ashes, rosnrics, tho knowledge of tho deity, 
and other similar religious matéers, 


Law, 
Tho recognized works on law ave tho following 
nineteon, written by tho dullevont porsons after whose 
namos they are called: 























i The Inw of Maw xr The law of Kattiyiyana, 
it, Atti, Xi Praguspati, 
ni, Ait. AIL ees Pa naara 

AV, smtemnmeene Visit, XL, enn Vynie ar, 

vw Yagniyavalka, RV, mee Sungalita 
ML Ushana, AVL a Naslin 

Vif mer Angi, xv ————— Goutama 
vil Yama AHL so Sindappa 
IX Apastamba. MY Vnsishta, 


Ay memes Smavalls 


Of theso law-codes the chief of those writlen in 
the Krita ago is that of Manu, in tho Titta ago, 
that of Goulama, in tho Dwapma age, that aot 
Sangalita ; and in the Kali ago, that of Parisara 

‘hose several woiks on law troat of the diflorent 
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nationulilus ad castes, Hie fou sacint states of 
mankind, the cilfeent kody of Tnv-sints between 
mombois of thy samo family, the eighteon kinds of 
genoral Inv suils, the punishments duo to convicted 
crinunals, and othor matters of lew. 


Dace orrremne Narronatt px aso Gaia, 


There me fow nationalities, the Mabhratta, the 
Canaresc, the ‘Lelugu, and tho ‘anil 

hero aco aso four classcs of the community, tho 
Biabmin, the Kshattriya, the Veisya, and (he Sudia, 


‘Lin Brawn. 


The Bruhmin is ono who has passed through the 
sixteen icligious ceromonies, namely, Lhe corcmony 
peiformod on fis conception; that belonging to the 
third wnonth after conception; the coromony of pour 
ing water upon tho prognant mothor’s biek m_ the 
sixth or eighth month of her prognancy ; tho core- 
mony of hfting vp tho child immodiutely upon its 
bith; tho ceromony of workmg ont his horoscope s 
the coomony of ummmg him ab tyelvo days olds 
the ceremony of takmg him inlo the opon air when 
four months old; the ceremony of giving him solid 
food when six months old, tho ceremony of shaving 
his hoad in his second or third year; tho coremony 
of investiture with tho sacred thread in his seventh 
or ninth yoar; the ceremony on his first introduc. 
tion to his syirilual teacher; the ccLremonuy of pe- 
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nances; the coromony of preparation to ead the 
vedas; tho coremony of worsh pping the sacred fre , 
the maruage core nony, and the funeral coromony. 


Ifo has also the following six special duties as- 
signed to him, uuncly, the duty of offormg sacrifices, 
the duty of causmg saciiices lo ho alfeied, the duty 
of icading the veda, tho duty of teaching the veda, 
the duty of giving alms, and the duly of receiving 
alms, 


Ifo is also specially a worshtpper of Siva, and 
is distinguished by everything thet marks a good 
and upiught man 


Lit ys 4 tLyA 


The dutics of the Kshahiya aio the following six, 
nanoly, he dofence and jreseivauon of the people , 
to offer sacrifices, to scald tho voda; to destioy 
wicked nen, wild beasts, obnoxious binds, and 
onemies; to bo liberal in making tho following six. 
teou eatablishod gifts, namely, gifts of food, of clothing, 
of virgins, of land, of gold, of cows, of cows 
in call, of buffilocs, of horses, of while horses, 
of time, gifts of money sewed up in the hide of o 
“door, gifls of tho tecviver’s weight in gold, gilts of 
4 whatover a man asks for, gills of knowlodgo, and 
the gilt of tho golden cow through which tho Kshatriya 
has to pass on being converted into «® Piahmn, 
and, lastly, to make inquisition of times, places, 
and utonsils,* 


Tle iy moreover speaully a worshipper of Vishnu 


Tur Vrisya 


Tu is the duty of the Veisyn te be acquainted 
with the scionca of numbes fiom an unit up to 
the thuty-sixth placo of figimes; and to bo funiliar 
with tho symbolical Junguage of mumbers in uso 
amongst meichants, m which anitios, such as ‘ the 
earth,’ ‘tho sun,’ &e, used in place of the wad 
‘one,’ dualities, sugh as ‘eyes,’ ‘foot,’ ‘wings,’ &. 
instond of ‘tivo,’ triads, such as ‘ Siva’s eyos,’ ‘ the 
saciad fires,’ &e. imstoad of ‘thieo;’ ‘the vodas,’ ‘the 
castes,’ &e instend of ‘four,’ ‘Siva’s faces,’ ‘tho 
olements,’ &o. mstoad of ‘five;’ ‘tho scagons of the 
year,’ ‘the god Subrahmanya,’ &o. instead of ‘six ;’ 
‘tho horses of the sun,’ the notes of tho gamut, 
&o instead of ‘sovon,’ ‘the points of tho compnss,’ 
‘tho Vasu gods, &c. instead of ‘oight;’ ‘the plancts,’ 
‘tho emotions, &, instoad of nino; ‘dot,’ ‘sky,’ 
&e. insload of ‘tei: ho must bo acquainted with 
tho customary mathods of counting such makotable 
articles as etel nuts, &e ; he must be accustomed 
to weigh camphor and similar aticlos by tho karansu 
weight according to tha following 1ule,— 


Tom haransus make one kaushn; 

Your kmishas -———~— palim , 

Toity palamg = ~——---— 4183 

Tive vises a Lili 5 ’ 
‘Lhitty-tw 0 tulams - bheyam, 

Yon biawms =~ slam 
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he must also bo able to measmie goods by the niku- 
gas measure, according to the following rulo, 
Tom nikusmens make one kudava, 








Yom kuduyas = ———— pista, 
Iwo pastas vitha, 

Tyo sakns mee vk; 
Pow vadikis chun, 


Ive Gas tremens Kd 
ho must bo familiar with the different colours and 
qualities of gold, with the proper woight of eaal 
with the difference between gonting and unveal peails, 
with the methods of testmg diferent gems, and with 
the rule for woighing diamonds and omaalds; he 
must also know the markot prco of goods, and tho 
current 1ate of interest and discount, 

All these things enter into the fust of tho six du- 
ties of the Veisya, ‘Those duties are, to buy and 
soll goods, to cultivate tho emth, to keep cows, to 
offer saciifices, to rend tho vedi, and to givo nlus, 


Tle is specially a worshipper of tho sun, and simi. 

lay deitios, 
‘Lous Supa 

The duties of the Sudra are to servo the thieo 
higher classes, to watch tho ficlds, &c, 

Ho 1s lo worship oll gods alike, 

‘Tun roun Soorar Sraes 

The fou stages of man’s lifo are the state of 
pupilnge, the domestic stato, tle stato of partial ro. 
munciation of the waild, and tie ascetic state, 
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Yrs Puranas. 


Thore are eightcon puranas, or works on ancicut 

i Instory, contaming together four hundhed thousand 

stanzas, They are in shies accordance with the 

vedas, and were wilton, through the aid of the divine 

favour, by Vyisa, tho sage. Their names me as 
follows,— 


1 The Balma wan; x Mo Bal maveivata 
n Yhe Palna x1 ‘The Langa. 
mu. Tho Vis ia au ‘te Vittaha 
w Tho Siva. he Aut ‘Lio Ska ada 
ys ‘aw Baingavit® vw Te Varin 
y ‘The Nurd’ya w ‘de Ktiada 
vu Tho Mitkas ttya avi Tic Matova. 
vit ‘Lho Agneya av Tie Giirads 
ix Tho Biavishyat, svat The diahmanca, 
Of these tho following ton aro Siva pnsranas, 
i Tho Siva pina vi ‘Loe Vint . 
i. Tho Sk utda. vi Lite Bh avishyat 
m ‘Lhe .inga vin. ‘Lhe M vtaya. 
no Vhe Karma in ‘Ve Ma kandiya, 
vy Tho Yamuna. x ‘Th thal anda 


* 
The followmg fom aro Vishnu puranas 
§ ] , 


1 ‘Ne Nivabya pana ‘Loe Garuda, 
ih Tho Bhagay wt we Tt Vistnu 


Tho following two ao Bialnua puranas, 

i Tho Binhia pmann wy ‘Tho Padma punsina, 

The Brahmaveivaita is the purana of the Si. 

Tho Agnéya is the pmana of tho god of fio, 
Trom the number of puanas of each olass may 
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he inferred the relative supouory of the deities to 
whom thoy bolong ‘Lhose purmas are duided mto 
chapters, and ticat of achgious and scientific matters 


Tue Minor Puranas 


'Thac aro also cightccn mino. puranas, composed 
by the individuala whose names aie nsually attacl ad 


to thom; namely, 


1 Tie Jar tukumiia Upapn- x Tio Brahmi da, 
ii, ‘Lhe Nrisinha, (raat at ‘Lie Vuuna 

ii, ‘The Nance. xu Tree Kail ka, 

iv Tho Sivadhermma xm, Lie Vasishtalonga, 
y. Tis Dirviisa. xy ‘To Sampa, 

vii Tho Naveda xv The Sayua 

vi The Kapila, xv. The Paasuia. 

vith Tho Minava xvn ‘Tho Mancha 

ix ‘Tho Usana xvui, ‘Lhe Bhiskma 


These writings also mo in stuct accordanco with 

“tho vedas, 
srory 

Thero ara also somo colobrated poctical works on 
anciont histoy, such as the Bhirata, and, tho Ri- 
mayan, composed by Vyasa and Valiniki, ‘heso 
woiks oxhibit the glory of heroism; they also toach 
mon the nate of the divine athibutes of Biohma, 
Vishnu, and Siva; they record tho biith and gonca- 
logy of gods and domons, they also relate tho history 
of eminent men, such as Yudhishdera, and Rama- 
chandra, 

Thoso works,also mo in strict accordance with 
tho vedas. 
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Tho theo secis which reject tho Vedas are the 
Chirvaka, the Jema, and tho Buddhist sects. Thoir 
tenols mo seb forth in detail im tho writings of 
Virhaspati, Avhata, and Sugata. 


1» 23m CHarvaxa Spor. 


The followers of this scot maintain that in this 
world of continual changes, which is developed out 
of four primitive clemonts, prosperity is heavon, and 
adversity is hell: aud that, thero is no other loaven 
or holl besides thom, 


i. ‘Lins Sawa Bac, 


The books of tho Jeinista tench the nature of 
the threo states of man, the beatified stato, his 
present mortal state, and his stato of misory in hell. 
They also iclate tho history of thoso great sages 
who discovered the art of medicine, wrolo their ribuals, 
and yovonlod tho six arls of alchomy, ‘Choy command 
the head to bo shaved; thoy require thoir disciples 
to go abort naked, using ‘hon hond as a plato 
for their food, and canying with them a fim 
made of the feathers of a pencock’s toil to brush 
away insects, ‘Chey prohibit the five following 
sins, murdor, theft, drunkenness, Inst, and lying. 
They also 1oquiic vows and voluntary ponances 
to be made, such as to abstain from eating honey, 
onions, and other forbidden articles; to sleop on a 
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ro rock; ogethor with othor severities They 
contain also the history of thei: twenty-four heati- 
fied teaches, amongst whom the most eminent wero, 
Hémachandia, Nagachaudia, Namichandra, Mégha- 
chandie, Mahichandis, Arhata, Adinatha, Akkala, 
Parsvanathe, Sougata, Sratikitu, Sumati, Kamaia- 
hia, and Munisvinj. They frythar explain the 
native of the seven elementmy substances: and 
finally they oxplain thew seven spuitual categories, 
namely, pure soul, incarnate soul, ,the soulless, self- 
mortification, tho connoxion of scul with sensible ob- 
jects, tho bondage of the soul with retibutable ac- 
tions, and the cmancrpation of the soul, 


wa Juppnisss 


The Buddhist sect is divided inlo four sub-sects, 
nunoly, the Soutiintika, ‘he Voibhishika, the Yoga. 
ohira, and tho Midhyambka soc.s, 

They maintain that the world is composed of 
twonty-threo clomontary substances; and that it has 
only # momentary oxistonce, like tho successive 
flashes of the flame of a torch. 

They profess to havo the powor of countoracting 
the power of fire, water, the Lwman organs, swords, 
the tongue, and locomotion. 

They teach the art of destroying life hy means 
of magical sacrifices; the art of inflicting disonscs 
which shall cauge promataro doath, tances, swoons, 
and uncanttollable desives; the at of depriving mon 
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of thei usual health, the mat of controlling the 
sphits of the unseen world, tho at of causing 
clothes, jowels, women, and other dosiablo things, 
to leave ther owneis and como into tho possession 
of the operator; and the mt of causing oninity bo. 
twoon the most intimato friends, They also toach 
the art of causing fever-dovils, domons, and goblins, 
to entor into the bodies of mon; tho art of com- 
pelling the favour of kings and other gront person. 
ages; the mt of compounding tiansmuting mercury, 
magical collyium, and magical pills, and of dhsr over- 
ing magical roots, together wilh othor fonts of 
chomy All which ails were tight by the nine 
chief sages of their sect, Satyanatha, Sathokanatha, 
Atinatha, Anatinatha, Vakulanatha, Matanganatha, 
Machénchanztha, Kathéndrangtha, and Korakean tha, 


Tun Saornya and Pancianaita Snois, 


‘horo are also two other unorthodox socts call. 
ed the Sicttya and tho Pancharwtra sects, which 
weie establisiod yespectively by an individual called 
Sactitalwavasi, and by Vasudiva, 


i Time Sacarya Sor. 

Of theso two tho Sictoya foims an oxtensive 
sech whose votarios contend that tho ontive sational 
and irrational world 1s but the form ond imamiest- 
ation of Snkti, or tho posonified divine powor. 


i. Tom Panciararnta bor, 
The disciples of this sect mamtain the clementary 
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substances to be twenty-four in number, ascending 
in successive older from oarth up to mind. They 
also tench that transinigratory births and retributable 
actions mo the work of Kuishna, Aniruddha, Maka- 
radhwajn, and Roukingya, who wore created by 
Vasudeva oul of his difforent  attibutes, so as 
through them to produce the visiblo world. 


‘Lis rivn Griat Serools. 


The five gront systoms of religion are the Lou- 
kika, the Veidika, tho Adhyatmike, the Adhinatzki- 
ka, and the Mantra schools. 


i ‘law Lovxtya Scioob 


Tho tonels of this school are taught in the veda 
of madicinc, the moral code, &, wrilton by Lanman- 
iva and other writers, It teaches that man’s hap- 
piness is to be dotived from visible and matorial 
things. 

i, Tou Verprxa Sanool 

This school is sub-divided into three sects, Holding 
out to man vistblo and invisiblo benefits, namely, 
the Tarher Mimansa, the Nyaya, and the Veisishika, 
forndod yospectively by the celestinl sages Joimim, 
Akshapite, and Kaniide, 


(1) ‘Lom PurvasMntanga 


This sect tenches tho nocossity aud the modo of 


performing sacrifices and other toligions rites and 
coremonics, in accordance with the Ictter of the sacred 
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scriptines, and having 1cferonee to tho six difrent 
lmgas or symbols of divine power. 


(2) Tare Nvaya. 


This soc. maintains that tho Lod is the author 
of oreation, by means of arguments founded upon 
the following sixtcon things, namely, proof, object, 
doubt, advantage, example, ultimate dogma, mombors, 
foumal controversy, certamty, inrogula discussion, de- 
coption, cavil, insonsequonce, stintagom, relation, and 
rejection, : 


(3). Tub Vitsrsirea 


This sect declaros that the visible world has a solf- 
existent form; maintainmg this doctrine by means of 
the following six categories, namely, substance, ntti- 
bute, action, equality, difference, aud relation. 


ui up Apiyaimica Solroor, 


Theio aio thico sects of this school also, holding 
out to man the advantages of spiritual knowledge, 
which wore founded xespoctively by Kapila, Patan- 
jah, and Vyasn; namely, the Sankhya, the Patan. 
jala, and the Védania. 


(1). Tre Sawnirya, 


This soci tonches that nature, which is tho result 
of the threo ultimate attributes which make manifest 
the eternal pure unassociated soul, and which oxists 
iu the form of tho visiblo world, is composed of 
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twenty-five elemontary substances, and constitutes 
tho bondago of tho soul, It speaks also of the 
classes and customs of tho threo div sions of man- 
kind, namely, tho higher, the nnddle, and tho 
lowor, who mo distinguished 1espectively by patienco, 
angor, and ignorance, and whoso pope: temperaments 
are the phlogmatic, the bilious, and tho flatulent ; 
who have sprung in the order now mdicated from 
tho threo attributes above roferred to, 


(2), ‘Tam Patansara * 


This sect teaches the mothod of ‘attaining fixed 
mental abstraction by moans of the cight kinds of 
solf-mortification practised by religious penitents. 


Q) Wut Uatanamimansa, 


Tho later Mimansa or Vedanta inoulcates the theo. 
logical potions of tho vodas, Jt declares that tho 
world has only a delusive oxistenco, nd shows that 
god and tho human soul ave one, It embiaces four 
sub-socts, namoly, the Bhiskatya, the Miyayada, the 
Suitabrahmavada, and the Kridabiahmavada. 


wv. ‘Tun ADHIMARKIKA son0dk. 


There are tice sects of this school catablishod by 
thico zealots wlio maintamed that tho clomentary 
substances have no ical oxistenco, ‘Ihese ato, 

(1), The Pasupata sect, which regards retributa- 
ble actions and, the doctrines which depend upor 
them asa mere delusion, 
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2). The Kapalika sect, which 1oquires ils vola- 
vies to live in a state of mendicity, and to gather 
their ums in a human skull. 

(3), ‘Mie Makivrudha sect, which commands In. 
man bones to be worn about the poison. 


Opinions RISPLCrING ‘Tite Sour 


We come now to show the differonces of doctrine 
which exist amongst all theso sects when compared 
with cach other.” 

1. The Churvikists mamtain that the human 
body is the soul. 


2. Sono of the Charvakists maintain that the or 
gans of knowledge and senso aro tho soul, 

8, Tho Jeinists maintain that the soul is 
distinct and of a difforont nate fom the body, and 
that, while it is naturally of oqual di nonsions with 
tho body, it is ab tho samo timo clastic, and capablo 
of contraction and expansion, 

4, Tho Buddhists mamtain that intelligonce is tls 
soul, ° 

6. Tho Kavulists, the Yamolisis, and the Sacti- 
kausts maintain thal the capacity of man for tho 
enjoyment of happiness is tho soul. 

6. The Poncharatrists maintain that tho soul is 
in sve a mere atom; and that it is in constant 
motion between tho two breathing tubes which tor. 
mmate at the nostails, 7 
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7 Tho Louktkists maintam that « man’s hody, 
together with his children, family, and circumstances, 
are his soul. 

8, Tho Parva-mimansists, and, with some dif. 
ferences, the Pattists and the Prabhakists, maintain 
that the soul is knowledge evidenced >y sound. 

9, Tho Nyayists and the Voisishikists maintain 
that the soul is commensurate with tha etho ; and 
that, although in itself it is ivrational like a stone, 
yot it has become rational by being united to mind, 

10 The Sinkbyists and the Patanjalikisis maintan 
that the soul is independent thought 

11, Tho Vedantists maintam that tho soul is 
pire unadulterated knowledgo 

12, The Pasupatisis, the Kapalik sis, and the 
Makevindhists maintain that the soul is an cloinals 
ommprosent, and intelligent being, 

18. Tho Mantra Sidhantists mamtan that the soul 
is on ctoinal, all-comprehonding, wise, and active 
being, . 


2 


Opmnroxs nusreetina THravin 


Tho views held by theso different secls concernmg 
the natino of fatmo happiness ao as follows ;— 

*, Tho Charvakisis and the Low'akists maintain 
that doath is heaven 

2. Tho Jeinists maintain that tho act of ascending 
higher and Ingher into the earth-onclosing sky is 5 
heaven 
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8, The Buddhists maintain that hereditary pure 
wisdom, free from the infirmities of joy and sorrow, 
is heaven. 

4. ‘Kho Kavulists and tho Yamalists maintain that 
the acquisition of tho powor of travelling through 
othorial spnee is heaven. 

§. The Snctikisis maintain that the enjoymont of 
presonl ploasure is heaven, 


6, Tho Pinchoratrists mamtain that the abode of 
the soul, indestitictibly and in its own self-existent 
foim, in original uaturo which is tho visible manifes. 
{ation of Vasudova, is heaven, 

7 TVho Loukikists maintain that to dwoll in the 
prosont world with one’s wife ond offepring, and in 
tho enjoyment of health with froedom from all disonse 
and emo, is heaven. 


8. ‘Cho Pirvamimonsists maintain that to acquiro 
Swarga, and similar abodes of bliss, is heavon, 

Tho Nyayists and tho Veisoshikists maintain 
that comploto ineansibility, like that of a atone, pro- 
ducod by the oporation of tho soul working liko o 
poison for tho cntiro dostruction of caro which results 
from the twonty-ono clomentary substancos, is heaven. 

10. ‘Tho Sinkhyists maintain that the destruction 
of ignorance hy the discriminating wisdom of tho na- 
tural soul is hoavon. 

11, Tho Patanjalikists maintam that the destruc- 
tion of ignoanco thiough tho power of habitual. 
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ly suppressing the breath in the mental orifice, is 
heaven, 

12. The Vedantists maintain thal the emancipa- 
tion of the soul from its bondage to the things of 
the present world, by means of the wisdom which 
unites man to God, is heaven. 

18, The Pasupatists maintain that the transforma- 
tion of the soul into pure wisdom, and the result- 
ing capacity to confer omnipotence upon other souls 
out of its own supersbounding power, is heaven. 


14. Tho Kapalikists and the Makavradlusts main- 
tain that dehverance from the bondage of external 
ciroumatances by means of the soul’s innate superi- 
arity ovor them, and the wisdom thus acquired, is 
heaven, 

15, Tue Mantrists, and the Sougueisidhintists 
maintain that to become on a level wich the deity 
in all his ways is heaven. 


OvINIoNS nuspsorNe ‘mim Lox ” 


Amongst these different sects the Charvikists, the 
Jeinists, the Buddhists, the Mimansists, and the San- 
khyists, do not believe in tho existence of a visibly 
manifest lord. All the remaining sects acknowledgo 
him. 

All these great doatrnists hold the dualistic 
faith, with tho gole exception of tho Vedintists who 

' are non-dualists. 
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Of the difforcnt systomatical works before described 
those which occupy the foremost placo me the four 
yedas, tho six members of tho vedas, and tho four 
mino. membeis of tho vedas; and hence they mo 
called the fouteen sources of wisdom, 

The Mimansa philosophy 1s very prominent amongst 
all these fouiteen works, Tb consists of an exposition 
of doctrines disturbuted into twenty sections, and 
divided into two” parts, 


. 


1 ‘toe Purva-Mrataasy 


The former of those great divisions contains tho 
aphorisms of the sage Jeimini, and includes twelve 
of the twenty sections. It treats of virtuo and pio- 
perty; and 1s called ‘he world-veda, and ‘Tho open. 
ing division and hence, by tho rules of scientific 
books, it has obtained tho namo of tho Parvamiman- 
ga, ot tho ontlicy and preluminary doctrinal systom, 





A cotimentary called Sipaia has been added to 
tho aphorisms of Jeimini by a person named Sapara. 

Out of that commentary a now systom was fiumed 
by Patticharya, which 1s onlled after his name tho 
Pata system, 

A. disciple of this Patta school, whose namo was 
Prabhakora founded a new school callod the Pio. 
bhara upon the basis of the sboveynamed commen. 
tary of Sapata. 
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The second of tho two gront divisions occupies 
tho last eight of the twenty sections, and contains the 
aphoriams of Vytsa, It ticats of tho deity and the 
soul, and is called the Uttara-Mimansa, or the lator 
and ultimate doctiinal system. 
f Tho first half this division is calle “ho section 

of the gods. In this section tho nature and atti. 
butes of tho gods aro explained in the form of 
prayers and invocations added to it by Balabatrarama, 

Tho lattor four of the eight sect‘ons aro called 
The section of tho supreme deity. In this division 
the unity of the deity and tho soul is treated of 
by Sankeracharya in a commontary written by him. 

Upon this commontary another called Vivarana was 
writlen by Vivaranichwya. ‘This Vivarana is tho 
Veduntio syatom of philosophy, Tho details of the 
woik aro as follow -—~ 


Tur Vepanra. 


Fust of all it contams tho thieo introductions al. 
ways prefixed to a sciontifie work; namely, the salu. 
tation, the invocation, and the announcement of tho 
subject. 

} It contains the five usual divisions of a commen- 
tary, namely, the separation of the words, tho mean. 

ing of the words, an explanation of tho sentences, 

questions proposed, and answors returned. 

Tt also analizes tho five members of a gram- 
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matical set teuce, namely, the adjective, and the noun, 
tho agent, tho object, and the verb, 

The proface contains the four regular divisions, 
namely, the subject of the work, the ordor in which 
it is treated, tho advantage to be derived fiom it, 
and « description of tho persons for whose benefit 
it is writton, 

OF these, the subject is the wnily of tho deity 
and the soul: the ordor is that of the wnter’s own 
choice in subjection however to the rules of composi- 
tion: the advantage to be dorived is the knowledge 
of the mothod of obtaining oternal happinoss through 
the destruction of all causes of sorrow: the parsons 
for whom it is written are such as possess ‘the four 
preliminary qualifications. 


THE QUALIFICATIONS OF A DrscrpLE. 


The fow' proliminary qualifications of a disciple 
are the following ;— 

i, A‘knowlodge of the differenco botweon oteral 
and non-etomnal things: 

ii, A. rejection of the enjoyment of the pleasures 
of both woulds: 

iti, The possession of the six attributes of the 
spiritual mind : 

iv. A longing for heavon, 

i, A knowledge of tho difference, between olornal 
and non-eternal things consisls in a clear perception 
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that the sont alono, in tho form of knowledge, is 
otornal, and that all things else are unreal, 

« di The rejection of the enjoyment of ploasuacs 
consists in a perception that such enjoyments are 
the consequences of boing born; wd that to be 
born is the result of retributable actions; and that 

[tiple thoy are only temporal in duration ; togother 
with s conviction that thoy are consequently of the 
nature of soirow, forasmuch as in tho endeavours 
and enjoyments which preceded those vetributable deeds 
there was necessarily o total absence of desire. It 
implies also the entire absence of mental contact 
with these things 

iii, Tho six spiutual attributes aie mental repose, 
solf-restraint, pationce, renunciation, faith, and peaco, 
Of these, mental repose consists in tho onptivity 
of tho internal organs: solf-restiaint consists in the 
rostraint of tho oxtornal organs: pationco consisis in 
avoiding anger and other sources of sorrow : ronunci- 

* atton consists in the entiro rejection of all .trust in 
meritorious deeds: faith consists in believing tho scrip. 
ture and the teaching of the priest: peace consists 
in the mental confidence which results from the 
teaching of the pvicst. 

The propor conduct to be obsorved towards the 

f priest by a candidate possessing theso four prelimi. 
nary qualifications consists in four things, namely, 
i. Fidelity, ii, Powonal service; iii, Houschold sarvioe, 

nr Roverence, 
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i, ©” theeo, Tidelity consists in ascertainmg and 
fulfilling tho pleasure of tho ypriost. 

ii Bodily sorvico consists in washing the pricst’s 
fect and in similar personal dutios, 

ni. Tonschold service consists in taking care of 
the pricst’s house and other property, { 

iv Reverence consists in believing that the priest 
is the j1esent deity. 


Resides these persons there ao thee other kinds 
of fit candidates, but inforior to them, namely, i. one 
who trusts in his inevitorious works: if, ono wo 
is clothed with piety: ii. ono who is adoined 
with wisdom, 

i, The man who trusts in his meritolious works 
is he who adheies to the ‘T’ and the * Miro’ 
in matlors relating to his body, his homo, and lis 
business in life 

i, The man who is clothed with picty is he who | 
performs all the actions of his life as an offering to* 
the Lod. 

hi, Tha man who is adorned with wisdom is he 
who has learit that all actions avo foreign to him- 
self, and that he is a mee looker on. 


Thoaie me five other kinds of poisons fit toy 
become such candidates; namely, i She man of 
action: i. The man who is fico from mere human 
feelings, ii, The well taught man ¢ iv, Tho man of 
experience, and, v. ‘the exalled man ‘ 
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j. Of these, the man of action is he who clings 
oxclusively to the deods accustomed to be performed 
hy peisons of Ins class m the community, and who 
may become beatified aftor not less than a hundred 
successive buths. 

ii, The man who is fice from human feelings 13 
lio who acknowledges the body to be umeal, but 
novertholiss clings to spiritual actions, and who be- 
comes beatified after three births, 

ui, Lhe woll-nstructed man is he»who knows that 
the wotld is only « delusion, and cf.the nature of 
a cieam, and who is able to porforn religious ab- 
straction and other similar ichgions acts without 
distiaction, and who attains bealitude after two 
births 

iv, ‘he wan of oxporience is he who has put 
away tho desive of this world’s things and is pos. 
sossoul of discriminating wisdom, and who attains 
boatitude after a single birth. 

y. ‘Cho oxalted man is he to whom the work 
dlooa nob appom distinct fiom tho deity aud who by 
noas of the soul’s knowledge is at tho present 
moment a beatifiod man 

Apart from all the above thero are three descrip- 
tions of persons who sitive at beatitade by paths 
difforont fiom the established modo, and through 
the more will of tho deity. 

i, One of these is ho who ackuowledges that 
the world is a dolusion, and approaches the priest 
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enquiring what heaven may bo aud who may obiain 
beatitude, after having previously arrived at the 
knowladgo of tho elemenlay substancos of nature, 


i. Another is he who acknowlodgos that the 
body and othor objective things aro non-cternal, an 
who appiorches the priest for guidance alter all his , 
desires for present enjoyment have beon obliterated 
'Yhis man oblams beatitnde as one who has anive 
at the trne knowledge of the deity. 





ni, Tho third of this last group is he who avrives 
at the knowledge of the nature of Lhe aonl through 
necidentally hearing the priest expounding his doc 
trine to his disciples; and who thus obtains bea- 
titude. 


‘Nios Presa 


Of the religious teachois above referred ta thre 
aro eight distinct kinds, who differ from oach othor 
according lo the subjoct-mattor of tho  instiuetion 
which they are capablo of bestowing upon the sori 
ously disposed disciple; namely, 1. ‘he teachar of 
instruction; ii, ‘lho teacher of the vedas: ii, The 
teacher of the black art: iv, Tho loacher of tine 
desire: v The rogenerating teacher: vi. Tue reacher 
of aphorisms: vii, Tho transfornung tenchor: and } 
vii, Tho lenachor propor. 

i, ‘Tho teachor of instruction is« he who torches 
the meantig of scientific books, ‘i 4 


~ 


Pipe cian ceca 
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ii. ‘he teacher of the vedas is he who teaches 
the nature of the elementary substances, 


iii, Whe teacher of the black art is he who con. 
fora happiness in the present lifo followed by misay 
m the life to come, through the arls of subjecting 
persons to one’s will, and of compelling the presence 
of distant objects, &. 


iv. The teacher of true desire is he who con- 
fois happiness im both worlds, by ening tho true 
natine of good works 


vy. The yegonorating teacher is he who confeis 
upon the disciple the six spiritual s.atos of mind. 


vi. The teacher of truth is he who induces desire 
for the things of tho soul by showine that the 
things of tho world are only a delusion, 


vii, ‘Tho tansforming teacher 1s he who bestows 
the unity of tho deity and tho soul, 


viii, ‘Tho teacher propor is ho who confois oternal 
happiness by teaching tho method of casting away 
all doubt 


Tus Disoivon’s MODE OF APPROACH £0 THE Primi, 


When a man of cither of the above named classes 
of enquirors is afflicted with any one of the thiec 
kinds of affliction which have their omzin respectivo- 
ly in personal, circumstantial, or divine causes, and 
is doproasod in mind on account of it, and is led 
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to ask himself tho questions, What am I? For 
what 1cason am { thus burdened? By what moans 
may I be relicvod ? Jot him pul away ovory high 
thought, and taking in his hand offerings of leaves, 
flowers, and fruits, Iet him enquire for 9 toachor 
skilled in knowledge, and endowed with ‘hunulity, 
patience, and other sinilar attributes of excelloncy 
of character, Then, when he has como into the pro- 
sence of such a priest, let him commenco by ad. 
drossing him with the appointed cight-fold salutation, 
and say, ‘O benoficent teacher! I adore theo as the 
omniscient ond, illimtable, without passions, dwelling 
beyond the sky, yet present everywhere, and distinet 
from the throo kinds of delusion, from tho lord, fiom 
the atomic germ of the material world, snd fiom all 
objective knowledge’ Then let him make tho salute- 
tion of the eight members of the body, namely, with 
his two feet, his two hands, his two shouldes, 
his forehead, and his chest, touching tho omth, Tay. 
wg risen from the ground, piously and humbly 
joining together Ins hands im the form of a closod 
lotus-flower, let him make known tho distress of his 
soul. IJo must thon uttor the praisos of the toachor 
in this form, ‘O holy toncher! ‘Thou art possessed 
of the six attributes of deity, kuowlecgs, absence 
of passions, powor, riches, honowr, and happiness. 
Thou art theroforc tho perfect ona I pray thee 
fully and olonrly to teach ino in what manner I 
may be relieved of this bondage, which I have in- 
horited through the misfortune! of bemg born.’ 
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Such is tha manner of a disciple’s first approach 
to Ins teacher, according to tho rulas established for 
such an occasion. 


Tux Pairsr’s Dury IN RLIUEN, 


Tho teachor will then decide in his mind to 
which class of enquireis the candidate so approaching 
him belongs; and casting upon him o benignant 
look, and laying his hand upon pis head to give 
him confidence, he will thus addicss him, ‘ Be not 
afraid, ‘Chou thysolf art tho suprome god, if by the 
assistauce of the scriptures and 1eligions meditations, 
thou cast fiom thee the unspiiitual thoughts con- 
nected with tha body and other awaterial things,’ 


To deolme these things at largo with sincerity 
of homt constitutes the substance of the priest's 
inalruction. 


Tne Moves or Tzacwina . 


That instruction in detail will embraco thie things; 
i a motto; i a dofinition: and ui, a test. 
i, The motto must bo the name of somo familiar 
objoct, which he may fix upon according to his 
4 pleasure and ability. 


ii. Tho dofinition consists in stating the chiof 
characterizing foature of such an object : for instance, 
»'An animal with a dow-lap is a cow.’ 
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iii he test consists in an examination whel ior 
the objoct so delinod possosses that charncteristic 


mark or not, 
Inu Mopus or Prooy. 


There we cight imodes uf proof by moans of which 
such an examination may bo wade; namely, i, Bx. 
perience: i, Inference iti, Tostimony - iv. Reascn: 
y» Comparison; vi, Negation: vii Probability: and 
vili, ‘Tradition. - 

i, Experienco is avalablo in cases whon a matter 
can be ascertaincd by the uso of the senses. 8, 
for instance, whon he sees an earthen vaso. 





ii, Inference consists in ascertaining tho existorco 
of a cause from seeing the ellect of that causo. Jor 
instance, you seo smoke ascending, and you in et 
that theto is o fio in that place, 


Inference contains throo mombors i an assortior: 


i. a reason. and, fii, an alnstiation, y 


(1.) For the assorlion take the following examp oe, |, 
‘Thoe ts a fire on the mountain,’ 





(2) Yor the reason, ‘ Becauso I sca smoke thoro,’ 
(8.) For the illushation, ‘Just as we seo ib in 
tho kitolien. 


iit, Testimony ascertains the oxistonco of a thirg 
upon the evidenco of a tnetworthy witnoss; for 
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instance, ‘T know that fruit &, grows on the banks 
of a certain r’ver from the testamony of my fiend 
who told me that he had seon it there.’ 


iv Reason is of two kinds, namely, 


(1.) Reason fiom visible data, as for instance, 
‘T sco Devadalta in a state of rolundity, and yet 
am aware that ho has not eaten aiything ding 
tle present morning; I conclude theretore that 
he must have partaken of food on the precoding 
evoning. , 


(2.) Ronson fiom audible data: for ‘instance, whon 
T om told that Dovadatta is not at his own house, I 
conclude that he is somewhere else. 

v. Couipatison ascertains a thing from the agreoment 
of the object which meots tho sight with the do- 
scription of it provionsly receivod: for instance, 
whon I go into a forest after homing that a wild 
cow is like tho domestic cow in certain respects, I 
know tho aninel standing before mo to be the wild 
cow on account of that resemblance. : 


vi, Nogntion ascertains tho non-existence of a 
thing + for instance, when I am told that there is 
no potter, I know thevo can bo no potter’s vessels, 


vii, Probability, or compichonsion, ascertains the 
existonco of a thing from the fact of the existence 
of something else of which il forms a part, for m- 
stance, L know. that a hundred things exist where 
there are «a thousand, 
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